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shall be filed, in duplicate, with the Commis-
sion’s Office of the Secretary within 45 days
of the contract’s filing with the Commission
and shall include:

* * * * *

Subpart C—Form, Content and
Use of Tariff Data

§ 514.8 Electronic filing.
(a) Exemptions. (1) All tariffs required

to be filed by this part shall be filed in
the proper electronic form and manner
unless specifically exempted by the
Commission.

(2) A petition for a temporary exemp-
tion from the electronic filing require-
ments of this part shall be filed with
the Secretary of the Commission under
§ 502.69 of this chapter and § 514.21. Un-
less a complete exemption from filing
tariff material is warranted, the peti-
tioner obtaining the exemption will
still be required to file tariffs in paper
format during the period of the exemp-
tion.

(b) User manual. A user manual for
electronic filing (and/or retrieval) may
be purchased from BTCL for a fee set
forth in § 514.21. The user manual con-
tains the following:

(1) ATFI Fundamentals Guide, which
provides the basic ATFI concepts and
the general system background to un-
derstand the procedures for ATFI use.

(2) ATFI System Handbook, which de-
scribes system use characteristics, pro-
vides high-level introduction to users’
interfaces, i.e., menus and screens, out-
lines the information contained in the
guides, and is a quick reference source
for experienced users.

(3) ATFI Tariff Retrieval Guide, which
provides complete instructional detail
on the retrieval procedures to access
all components of a tariff using the
ATFI central site system in interactive
mode.

(4) ATFI Tariff Filing Guide, which
provides complete instructional detail
on the interactive filing procedures to
create and maintain all components of
a tariff using the ATFI central site sys-
tem in interactive mode.

(5) ATFI ‘‘Batch Filing Guide’’ (see
paragraph (d)(3) of this section), which
presents information to tariff filers
who prepare new tariff submissions or

modifications in an ‘‘off-line’’ or batch
mode, and then submit the batch fil-
ings to the Commission either elec-
tronically (on-line batch) or by tape
(tape or in-bulk batch). Contains the
ATFI transaction sets for proper for-
matting of batch filings.

(c) Filing; types of filing. In all cases,
interactive, on-line batch or bulk
(tape) batch, the filing session is proc-
essed as soon as possible after submis-
sion/receipt of the filing session infor-
mation. The ATFI system assigns the
filing date, which is the date an elec-
tronically transmitted (interactive or
on-line batch) filing session file trans-
fer is initiated (successful file transfer
assumed) or the tape (in-bulk batch) is
delivered to a designated location and
date-time stamped, in local time in the
U.S. Eastern Time Zone. After the fil-
ing session is processed, a filing-results
message is placed in the filers elec-
tronic mailbox on the central site sys-
tem.

(1) Interactive filing. Interactive tariff
filing uses a modem and VT-100-type
terminal (or VT-100-type terminal
emulation on a personal computer) for
ATFI access to create tariff filings,
verify previous filings, and perform
sample freight calculations for ver-
ification of filed information, using
ATFI system screens and pop-up win-
dows. The modem must adhere to one
of the following standards: Bell 212
(1200 baud); CCITT V.22 (2400 baud); or
CCITT V.32 (9600 baud). The filing is
submitted when the filer executes the
command to ‘‘File all Authorized
Changes’’ and ATFI’s ‘‘sent’’ response
indicates completion of that filing ses-
sion submission.

(2) On-line batch filing. On-line batch
filing is performed by transmission of
prepared tariff material to the ATFI
system over dial-up lines from the fil-
er’s own computer, using published
ATFI transaction set formats and the
KERMIT file transfer protocols. The
conclusion of the file transfer sequence
is a positive keyboard entry to initiate
the transfer and a response that indi-
cates completion of that submission.
The modem requirements are the same
as those in paragraph (c)(1) of this sec-
tion. On-line batch filing requires a
computer and software capable of pro-
ducing tariff material according to the
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ATFI transaction sets, and transmit-
ting via KERMIT protocol. KERMIT is
public domain software and is available
from: KERMIT Distribution, Columbia
University Center for Computing Ac-
tivities, 612 West 115th Street, New
York, NY 10025.

(3) In-bulk (tape) batch filing. Tape
batch filing is accomplished by phys-
ical delivery of prepared tariff material
on magnetic tape, in the published
ATFI transaction set formats, to des-
ignated location(s) and accepted/time-
stamped by an ATFI attendant, or
date/time stamped and deposited for
processing. The tape is processed after
receipt at the ATFI Computer Center.
In order that in-bulk (tape) tariff data
can be deemed to be ‘‘filed’’ on a par-
ticular date, the tape(s) must be appro-
priately delivered (deposited) by 5:00
p.m. on that date, if a normal Commis-
sion work day; or if the date desired is
a non-work day, by 5:00 p.m. on the pre-
vious Commission work day. See
§ 514.10(a)(2)(iii). In-bulk batch filing re-
quires a computer and software capable
of producing tariff material according
to the ATFI transaction sets, and re-
cording this on 9-track 1600 bpi or 6250
bpi tape according to standards out-
lined in the ‘‘Batch Filing Guide.’’ See
paragraph (d)(3) of this section.

(d) General format requirements—(1)
Database format. The ATFI database is
structured from tariff data elements
and the tariff objects (see paragraph (h)
of this section) formed by logical
grouping of those elements. For exam-
ple, a TLI is a tariff object which con-
tains data elements for origin, destina-
tion, rate, basis, service, etc. The tariff
objects are relational, with the ‘‘mas-
ter’’ record being the organization
record for a firm. One or more tariff
records would be ‘‘related’’ to that or-
ganization record. All required and op-
tional Tariff Rules, any number of
commodity descriptions, desired loca-
tion groups and inland rate tables are
related to a specific tariff record. TLIs
are related to a specific commodity de-
scription and assessorial-charge algo-
rithms are related to specific Tariff
Rules, commodity descriptions or TLIs.
This relational structure allows inter-
active ATFI users to quickly locate
specific tariff objects regardless of the
filing organization, tariff type or trade.

Although the data formats are very
precise and the CRT displays standard,
the traditional page format is no
longer in use. See paragraph (l)(1) of
this section.

(2) Batch transmission. Batch trans-
mission of tariff materials to the ATFI
computer, either on-line or in-bulk, is
governed by the transaction sets con-
tained in the ‘‘Batch Filing Guide.’’
Tariff filings not complying with the
regulations in this part or the formats
and valid codes contained in the
‘‘Batch Filing Guide’’ are subject to re-
jection.

(3) ‘‘Batch Filing Guide.’’ The ATFI
‘‘Batch Filing Guide’’ is published and
updated in Pike and Fischer, ‘‘Shipping
Regulation,’’ SR 329:501, and a copy of
the Guide is available from BTCL. The
‘‘Batch Filing Guide’’ includes the fol-
lowing items:

(i) Transaction sets. The transaction
set formats also include transaction
set segments, data elements, and ref-
erence tables.

(ii) Data Element Dictionary (‘‘DED’’)
and Valid Reference Table Entries for
certain data elements (e.g., service
codes, container type codes, currency
codes, etc.), calculation statement defi-
nitions, and condition and calculation
statement data fields. For interactive
filing, valid reference table entries can
be accessed on help screens.

(4) Adding new transaction data. Re-
quests for major changes or additions
to the transaction set data dictionary
or reference tables shall be submitted
in writing to BTCL, with sufficient de-
tail and reasons for each proposed
change. A contact person and tele-
phone number also should be provided
in case of questions.

(i) A proposed major change (other
than a correction), such as to a trans-
action set, will require formal configu-
ration management procedures and a
minimum of thirty days’ advance no-
tice of the change in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and the ATFI system news, avail-
able at system logon, and by other es-
tablished Commission communications
procedures.

(ii) Minor changes will be entered
into the system and published as soon
as possible. Such minor changes in-
clude additions to any of the following
term and reference lists: Cities; States
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and provinces; Countries; Ports; Con-
tainer sizes; Container types; Con-
tainer temperatures; Hazard codes; In-
land modes; Packaging types; Rate
Bases; Service types; Stuffing mode;
Stripping mode; and Currencies. See
Appendixes A and B to the ATFI Batch
Filing Guide.

(e) Hardware and software require-
ments. The basic equipment suite nec-
essary to access ATFI is a VT-100-type
terminal (including CRT) and a
modem. A more sophisticated suite for
ATFI access would be composed of a
personal computer (PC) (including
CRT), a VT-100 emulation software
package, and a modem. For batch fil-
ers, the transmitted filing session must
be formatted to comply with the trans-
action sets. The transmission may be
via the use of KERMIT file transfer
protocols after establishing a link for
on-line batch filing with the ATFI cen-
tral site computer (see paragraph (c)(2)
of this section).

(f) Password and User ID. (1) System
Identifications (‘‘IDs’’) for either filing
or retrieval logon and initial password
assignments are obtained by submit-
ting the User Registration Form (ex-
hibit 1 to this part), along with the
proper fee under § 514.21 and other nec-
essary documents prescribed by
§ 514.4(d) of this part, to BTCL. A sepa-
rate User Registration Form is re-
quired for each individual that will ac-
cess ATFI.

(2) Logon IDs and passwords may not
be shared with or loaned to or used by
any individual other than the individ-
ual registrant. The Commission re-
serves the right to disable any logon ID
that is shared with, loaned to or used
by parties other than the registrant.

(3) Authority for organizational
maintenance, filing or retrieval can be
transferred by submitting an amended
registration form requesting the as-
signment of a new logon ID and pass-
word (see § 514.(4)(d)). The original
logon ID will be canceled when a re-
placement logon ID is issued.

(g) Connecting to ATFI; procedures. If
ATFI user equipment (hardware and
software) is compatible with the con-
figurations specified in paragraph (e) of
this section, and the proper ID and
password have been obtained under
paragraph (f) of this section, on-line

ATFI services (interactive retrieval,
interactive filing, and on-line batch fil-
ing) are available to users registered
under this section and § 514.21 for the
respective services, over commercial
telecommunications using standard
asynchronous modems with data rates
up to 9600 baud. The dial-up procedures
are set forth in section 2.3 of the Batch
Filing Guide and section 4.2 of the
ATFI System Handbook, and the ATFI
Hot Line number is available through
BTCL.

(h) Major menu selections. Proper con-
nection will lead the user to the ‘‘ATFI
Logo Menu,’’ which allows selections
by any user for ‘‘Tariff Retrieval,’’
‘‘Retrieval Practice,’’ ‘‘Retrieval CBI,’’
‘‘Mailbox,’’ ‘‘ATFI System News,’’
‘‘Change Password,’’ ‘‘Screen Setup,’’
and ‘‘Logout.’’ Additionally, a reg-
istered filer can access ‘‘Tariff Filing,’’
‘‘Filing CBI,’’ and ‘‘Filing Practice.’’
Upon the selection of either ‘‘Tariff
Filing’’ or ‘‘Tariff Retrieval,’’ the user
will be led to the ‘‘Main Menu,’’ which
allows selection (with help screens and
windows) of the following items and
subitems (see also the anti-rebate pol-
icy notice in paragraph (j) of this sec-
tion). The tariff objects (in addition to *
‘‘Commodity Descriptions’’ and *
‘‘TLIs’’) are marked with an asterisk
(*).

(1) Select Tariff. This selection allows
access to a particular tariff which can
be selected by ‘‘Organization Number,’’
‘‘Origin’’ and ‘‘Destination,’’ and/or
‘‘Organization Trade Name.’’

(2) Rate Inquiry. This selection is used
for ‘‘Commodities’’ (§ 514.13(a)), ‘‘TLIs’’
(§ 514.13(b)), ‘‘Access Dates’’
(§ 514.10(a)(1)), and ‘‘Algorithms’’ for as-
sessorial charges and calculations
(§ 514.10(d)). For essential terms publi-
cations, ‘‘Rate Inquiry’’ provides ac-
cess to the * ‘‘Essential Terms’’ of serv-
ice contracts (§ 514.17).

(3) Other Tariff Components. This se-
lection provides another menu for:

(i) * Rules (Tariff Rules). See § 514.15.
(ii) Inland Rates. (This provides ac-

cess to * ‘‘Inland Rate Tables.’’) See
§ 514.15(b)(1).

(iii) Commodity Index. (This can also
be accessed from the ‘‘Commodity
Search’’ screen under ‘‘Rate Inquiry.’’)
See § 514.13(a)(7).

(iv) * Location Groups. See § 514.10(b).
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(v) Tariff Definition. This selection
provides another menu for:

(A) * Tariff Record. See § 514.11(b).
(B) Origin Scope. See § 514.11(c).
(C) Destination Scope. See § 514.11(c).
(D) Governing Tariffs. See § 514.12.
(E) * Organization Record. (This item

is more directly available by filers who
have the authority to edit the ‘‘Organi-
zation Record.’’) See § 514.11(a).

(vi) Select Tariff.
(vii) New Access Date. See

§ 514.10(a)(1).
(4) Utilities.
(i) Currency Conversion.
(ii) Display Options.
(iii) Version Information.
(iv) New Tariff Creation (filers only).
(v) General Rate Increases (filers only).
(vi) Authorize/Review Changes (filers

only).
(vii) Filing Utilities (filers only).
(5) Exit Tariff System.
(6) V1.00 Information.
(i) [Reserved]
(j) Anti-rebate tariff notice. To further

implement the United States policy
against untariffed rebates, as reflected
in § 514.1(c)(1)(iii), the following notice
will appear after logon to the ATFI
system:

The foreign commerce carriers whose tar-
iffs are recorded within this system have a
policy against the payment of any rebate, di-
rectly or indirectly by the company or by
any officer, employee or agent, which pay-
ment would be unlawful under the Shipping
Act of 1984. Such policy has been certified to
the Federal Maritime Commission in accord-
ance with the Shipping Act of 1984. The ship-
ping statutes also prohibit rebates in the do-
mestic offshore trade.

(k) Publication; paper copies of tariff
materials—(1) Publication—(i) Availabil-
ity for public inspection. (A) During nor-
mal business hours, every carrier, con-
ference and terminal operator shall
promptly make available to the public
in paper or electronic form and at a
reasonable charge (such as for a regu-
lar subscription under § 514.15(b)(30)) all
tariff material required by this part to
be filed by the carrier, conference or
marine terminal operator, as well as
all Commission actions affecting such
tariff material, such as rejections, sus-
pensions, etc.

(B) In addition to the requirements of
paragraph (k)(1)(i)(A) of this section,
every domestic offshore carrier shall

make available to the public at each
facility at which it receives freight or
passengers for transportation, or at
which it employs a general or sales
agent, all tariff material governing
transportation to and from the facility
in question.

(ii) Availability of domestic offshore
tariff materials to government officials.
The governor of any state, common-
wealth or territory served by a domes-
tic offshore carrier may request a car-
rier in writing to furnish to a des-
ignated government official or office
tariff matter filed by the carrier which
pertains to trades affecting the state,
commonwealth or territory in ques-
tion. Such request may be for the tariff
matter either to be made available in
electronic format, or to be furnished in
no more than two (2) paper copies.
Upon receipt of such a request, which
shall include the name, address and
facsimile transmission number(s) of
the designated official or office, the
carrier shall promptly provide to the
designated official or office the re-
quested tariff material and add the of-
ficial or office to its list of tariff sub-
scribers. No charge shall be made for
the service, but such officials and of-
fices shall be treated in the same fash-
ion as paid subscribers in all other re-
spects. See § 514.15(b)(30). In addition, a
copy of any new or amendatory tariff
matter that results in an increased
cost to the shipper and that is filed on
less than 30 days’ notice pursuant to
§ 514.9(b)(24)(ii), shall be provided to the
designated Government officials or of-
fices, on the same day that such tariff
matter is filed with the Federal Mari-
time Commission, by hand delivery or
facsimile transmission of one paper
copy, or by electronic transmission, if
available.

(iii) Assistance to the public. Persons
requesting to inspect tariff materials
shall, upon reasonable notice, be pro-
vided sufficient instruction or assist-
ance to allow them to ascertain both
the present and proposed rates,
charges, classifications, Tariff Rules
and practices of the tariff owner.

(iv) Tariff Rule containing public access
details. Tariff filers shall set forth in
detail in Tariff Rule 30 (§ 514.15(b)(30))
all costs, conditions and arrangements
for public inspection of tariff material,

VerDate 18-FEB-99 08:32 Feb 20, 1999 Jkt 179186 PO 00000 Frm 00171 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\LOC_OUT\179186T.XXX pfrm07 PsN: 179186T



176

46 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–98 Edition)§ 514.8

including the official tariff when it is
not available for access in the ATFI
system due to a breakdown or similar
disaster.

(v) Official copies. (A) Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (k)(1)(v)(B) of this
section, the official version of a tariff
will be the version of any and all tariff
objects published and effective on a
specific date in the ATFI central site
computer or the ATFI archives. Indi-
vidual tariffs are accessible by reg-
istered ATFI interactive retrievers and
by the public at terminals in the Com-
mission’s Tariff Control Center.

(B) During a major emergency where
the ATFI host processor is inaccessible
due to an equipment breakdown in the
ATFI system, the official tariff of a
tariff owner shall be that maintained
by the tariff owner for public access
during just such an emergency. The ac-
cess to the emergency tariff shall be
described in the tariff owner’s Tariff
Rule 30 (§ 514.15(b)(30)). As soon as the
ATFI host processor becomes acces-
sible, the tariff owner shall ensure that
there are no discrepancies between the
emergency tariff and the ATFI tariff.

(2) Certified paper copies of tariff mate-
rial. The Commission will publish paper
pages containing filed tariff informa-
tion only for special Commission re-
quirements, e.g., for requested certifi-
cation of tariff data by the Commission
Secretary for official use in court and
in other governmental proceedings
under § 503.43(c) of this chapter and
§ 514.21(d). The pages produced for these
purposes will not reflect the formats of
traditional, page-based tariffs, but will
present tariff objects in effect or filed
to become effective on a specific date.
The paper format may reflect the
printing of a computer screen display
or the retrieval and printing of a spe-
cific portion of a tariff in the ATFI
database or the ATFI database ar-
chives.

(l) Certification of batch filing capabil-
ity. (1) The Commission will not make
available to the public software pack-
ages for firms to use in formulating
tariff filings. The Commission has re-
leased the ‘‘Batch Filing Guide’’ (with
transaction sets) into the public do-
main so that qualified commercial
firms can develop batch filing software
for the general market.

(2) Certification. Firms which de-
velop batch filing software, by appoint-
ment through BTCL and payment of
the fee set forth in § 514.21, can be cer-
tified for the formatting of one or more
of several types of tariff data (e.g., do-
mestic, foreign, essential terms, etc.)
in ATFI transaction set format and
submission of that data to the FMC
ATFI central site computer. The data
may be submitted either via on-line
batch transmission over dial-up tele-
communications links using the re-
quired file transfer protocols, or in
bulk batch via delivery to the ATFI
computer center of magnetic tape con-
taining the tariff data. Certification
will require submission of tariff filing
sessions to ATFI, with an evaluation of
the actual results of the attempted fil-
ings to ensure that the transaction set
formats are properly employed and
that the filing results are consistent
with the filer’s expectations.

(m) ATFI screens. The sample screens
used to illustrate tariff objects in this
part simulate parts of, but are not the
actual, completed ATFI screens used in
the electronic filing and retrieval of
tariff data, which may also change
with technical or regulatory develop-
ments. Moreover, certain fields appear-
ing on the actual ATFI screens may be
blocked off from directly entering all
or certain data in such fields, because
of default procedures, developing and
copying data from other, preliminary
screens, etc. Accordingly, filers must
carefully follow instructions in order
to properly enter complete and accu-
rate tariff data.

(n) Validation of data. Tariff data sub-
mitted to ATFI for filing are screened
for compliance with ATFI conformity
checks, and certain data not automati-
cally rejected by the conformity
checks are flagged for Commission ex-
aminer review.

(1) Conformity checks. The conformity
checks are syntax checks, validity
checks and associative checks. For
interactive filing, the ATFI system
will generally not accept tariff mate-
rial which fails conformity checks and
the on-line filer can immediately cor-
rect its proposed filing before final sub-
mission to the ATFI database. Com-
mercially developed batch filing soft-
ware can be designed to accomplish the
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same functionality. However, all pro-
posed filings of tariff materials must
undergo the routine system conformity
checks before they can be received into
the database. Filers will be notified of
automatic rejections at this stage by
electronic mail, with follow-up letter,
if necessary. The conformity checks
are:

(i) Syntax Checks. Tariff material will
be checked for file integrity, proper
data types, field lengths, and logical
sequence according to the ‘‘Batch Fil-
ing Guide’s’’ transaction sets. Data not
conforming to the data element format
or type in the ‘‘Batch Filing Guide’s’’
Data Element Dictionary (‘‘DED’’) and
the sequence requirements of the
transaction sets and segment defini-
tions will result in rejections of sub-
mitted tariff data to include the pos-
sible rejection of an entire filing if
form and format errors are extensive
enough to preclude processing.

(ii) Validity Checks. Certain data ele-
ments of filed tariff material will also
be checked for data validity by type
against the DED’s published reference
tables, such as for container types and
sizes, rate basis, and packaging. See
§ 514.13(b).

(iii) Associative Checks. ATFI uses as-
sociative checks to identify logical
conformity with established tariff fil-
ing rules. The following are some rep-
resentative types of associative checks
performed by the ATFI system.

(A) Any new or amended tariff matter
must have:

(1) A valid organization number and
name (§ 514.11 (b)(1)(ii) and (b)(2)).

(2) No suspended carrier or object
status (See §§ 514.1(c)(1) and 514.19).

(3) Appropriate publication authority
(§ 514.11(a)(9)(iii)).

(4) Filing date same as or prior to ef-
fective date (§ 514.10(a)).

(5) Valid and appropriate filing/
amendment codes (§ 514.9).

(6) Valid and appropriate filing, effec-
tive, thru and expiration dates (§§ 514.9
and 514.10(a)).

(7) When used, valid special case
number and filing/amendment code
‘‘S,’’ with no other filing/amendment
codes entered (§ 514.9(b)(19)).

(B) Tariff records (§ 514.11(b)) must
have new (unique to carrier/conference/

terminal) tariff number
(§ 514.11(b)(1)(ii)).

(C) Commodity description records
(§ 514.13(a)) must have:

(1) Complete textual description and
unique number.

(2) At least one commodity index
entry.

(D) Tariff line item (TLI) records
(§ 514.13(b)) must have a valid:

(1) Commodity description and code
(§ 514.13(b)(5)).

(2) TLI code (§ 514.13(b)(6)).
(3) Origin and destination

(§ 514.13(b)(15)).
(4) Rate basis (§ 514.13(b)(17)).
(5) A specified rate (§ 514.13(b)(19)).
(E) Tariff Rules (§ 514.15(b)) must

have:
(1) All mandatory rules.
(2) Number of new Tariff Rule not

previously used in that tariff.
(F) New or enlarged scope (certain tar-

iffs) must have effective date 30 days or
more after filing date (§ 514.11(b)(10)).

(G) Essential terms (§ 514.17) must
have:

(1) All mandatory terms (§ 514.17(d)).
(2) Availability date for initial serv-

ice contracts and each amendment
thereto at least 30 days greater than
the filing date (§ 514.17(d)(3)).

(2) Flag for FMC examiner review. In
ATFI, electronic conformity checks
cannot be designed to check and pass/
fail every possible rejection situation,
such as, for example, conflicting texts
or ambiguous language. Other matters,
such as filings of controlled carriers,
require policy review under the 1984
Act. For these reasons, ATFI will auto-
matically queue for review by a Com-
mission examiner the items which sur-
vive the conformity checks described
in paragraph (n)(1) of this section. The
following are representative types of
items flagged for examiner review:

(i) Any new or amended tariff matter:
(A) Of a controlled common carrier.
(B) With a filing/amendment code of

‘‘G,’’ ‘‘K,’’ ‘‘M,’’ ‘‘P,’’ ‘‘T,’’ or ‘‘X’’
(§ 514.9(b)).

(C) When a special case number is
present (§ 514.9(b)(19)).

(ii) All tariff record filings and amend-
ments (§ 514.11(b)).

(iii) All new commodity descriptions
(§ 514.13(a)).
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(iv) Tariff line item (TLI) records
(§ 514.13(b)):

(A) With any increase and the filing/
amendment code does not contain an
‘‘A’’ or ‘‘G’’ (§ 514.9 (b)(1) and (b)(7)).

(B) With any non-rate data changes
(§ 514.13(b)(17)).

(v) All Tariff Rules (§ 514.15).
(vi) Location groups (§§ 514.9(b)(16) and

514.10(b)):
(A) Any new group or addition to

group.
(B) Any deletion of a group member.
(vii) All service contract essential terms

filings. (§ 514.17).
(3) Status/rejection codes. The com-

mand line at the bottom of most ATFI
screens provides a ‘‘Status’’ option for
retrievers to determine whether an
ATFI object is accepted, rejected, sus-
pended, etc., and the reasons therefor.
The DED ‘‘FMC Status/Rejection
Code’’ provides numeric, two-digit
codes for this purposes, e.g., ‘‘01—Not
rejected; item accepted.’’

[57 FR 36271, Aug. 12, 1992, as amended at 57
FR 44509, Sept. 28, 1992; 57 FR 46324, Oct. 8,
1992; 58 FR 28, Jan. 4, 1993; 60 FR 56123, Nov.
7, 1995]

§ 514.9 Filing/Amendment codes and
required notice periods.

(a) General. (1) Under the shipping
statutes, various types of tariff mate-
rial require different notice periods
(beginning with the filing date) before
they may become effective. For exam-
ple, a new tariff or a rate increase usu-
ally requires 30 days’ notice before the
effective date. See § 514.4(a). Paragraph
(b) of this section describes the dif-
ferent notice periods for the various
types of filed tariff items and their cor-
responding filing/amendment codes
(symbols), which shall be carefully
used by the filer for the purposes of
guiding the user and triggering accu-
rate associative checks to ensure the
integrity of the filed tariff material.
See § 514.8(n). The ATFI system makes
available a Help screen which also lists
the uniform symbols.

(2) Multiple symbols. Filed tariff mate-
rial frequently can be coded with more
than one symbol. Accordingly, the
field, ‘‘Amendment Type,’’ appearing
on most ATFI screens, will usually
allow up to three different, compatible

symbols, but see paragraph (b)(19) of
this section.

(3) Symbol(s) resulting from deletion.
When amendments deleting existing
tariff matter alter the amount paid by
the shipper/consignee, the effect of this
change shall be indicated by the proper
code symbol(s), as required by para-
graph (b) of this section.

(4) Restricted use of symbols. The codes
or symbols prescribed in paragraph (b)
of this section may not be used for any
other purpose, nor shall any symbol be
used other than the appropriate sym-
bol(s) described in paragraph (b) of this
section.

(5) Essential terms and terminal tariffs.
Due to the absence of most of the no-
tice requirements otherwise applicable
to carrier or conference tariffs, the use
of symbols under this section for ter-
minal tariffs will be appropriate for the
tariff objects employed and filing/
maintenance. Symbols for essential
terms of service contracts under § 514.17
will usually be ‘‘I’’ for initial filings,
‘‘S’’ for corrections, and the appro-
priate symbols for amendments to es-
sential terms. See § 514.17(d)(5)(i).

(b) Filing/Amendment codes and notice
periods. For tariffs in foreign and do-
mestic offshore commerce, the follow-
ing are the notice periods for various
types of filings and their corresponding
symbols. To the extent applicable and
permitted by the ATFI system, the
symbols can also be used in other types
of tariff material, such as terminal tar-
iffs.

(1) ‘‘A’’ Increase (Foreign commerce and
across-the-board increase which is not a
general rate increase in domestic offshore
commerce under paragraph (b)(7) of this
section [‘‘G’’]: 30 days’ notice. (i) Except
for a general rate increase in domestic
offshore commerce, amendments which
provide for changes in rates, charges,
rules, or other tariff provisions (includ-
ing fares in domestic offshore com-
merce), which constitute a cost in-
crease in foreign commerce or an
across-the-board increase in domestic
offshore commerce, shall use the sym-
bol ‘‘A’’ and be filed to become effec-
tive not earlier than 30 days’ after the
date of filing, unless an exemption or
special permission to become effective
on less than said 30 days’ notice has
been granted by the Commission. See
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